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Scott Breen joined the NOAA Office of the General Counsel in 

September 2015 as a member of the first Attorney Honors Program 

class. As an Honors Attorney, Mr. Breen has rotated in different 

sections within the NOAA Office of the General Counsel. His first six months were in the Fisheries and 

Protected Resources Section, his second six months were in the Enforcement Section, and his third/final 

rotation is in the International Section. So far in the International Section, Mr. Breen has engaged in 

work related to international shipping, international trade agreements, the seaward limit of statutes, 

and ocean noise. 

Before joining NOAA, Mr. Breen obtained a J.D., M.P.A., and Social Entrepreneurship Certificate magna 

cum laude from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana. Before attending graduate school, he 

graduated magna cum laude with his B.A. from Georgetown University. His internships include work in 

the private sector (Dairy Management Inc.), the non-profit sector (Natural Resources Defense Council), 

and the government sector (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Department of the Interior). 

In his free time and in his personal capacity, Mr. Breen is the creator and co-host of a podcast called 

SustainabilityDefined, which defines sustainability one concept (and one bad joke) at a time. Episodes 

can be found on the podcasts app on your iPhone or on Google Play. More information and a direct-to-

iTunes link are at www.sustainabilitydefined.com. 

Publications and Presentations 

Legal Considerations for a Skyrocketing Green Bond Market, with Catherine Campbell, American Bar 

Association Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources Natural Resources & Environment Magazine, 

Volume 31, Issue 3 (2017). 

 

Democracy and the Distribution of NGOs Promoting Renewable Energy in Africa, 51 Journal of 

Development Studies 725, Issue 6 (2015). 

 

http://www.sustainabilitydefined.com/
http://www.americanbar.org/publications/natural_resources_environment/2016-17/winter/legal_considerations_a_skyrocketing_green_bond_market.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/918331468190151466/pdf/100259-JRN-Box393221B-PUBLIC-Embargoed-until-2016-12-05.pdf


How Legal Authority Impacts the Ability and Motivation to Form Partnerships at the National Park 

Service, Presentation at the International Public Affairs Association Conference, Bloomington, Indiana, 

Mar. 28, 2014. 

 

Tree Law Basics, Presentation in E522 Urban Forest Management, Indiana University, Feb. 20, 2014. 

 

Tort Liability in National Parks and How NPS Tracks, Manages, and Responds to Tortious Incidents, 30 

The George Wright Forum 247, No. 3 (2013). 

http://www.georgewright.org/303breen.pdf

