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ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT’S PETITION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
This order addresses a petition for administrative review filed by Richard T. Larocca, individual
owner and joint operator of two fishing vessels named the F/V Double Vision and the F/V
Doubled Vision (Respondent). 1 Respondent appeals an Initial Decision issued by an
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), finding multiple violations of the fisheries-observer regulations
established under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act), 16 U.S.C. §§ 1801 et seq.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY
This matter was referred to the ALJ after Respondent contested the charges imposed against
him by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Agency) for violation of fisheriesobserver requirements. 2 Respondent also challenged the amount of the Agency’s proposed
penalty. Following an evidentiary hearing and receipt of post-hearing briefs from both parties,
the ALJ issued an Initial Decision on June 17, 2014. In that decision, the ALJ upheld the Agency
on all charges but found that that the penalty originally sought by the Agency was too high.
Based on consideration of several mitigating factors (including the Respondent’s lack of intent
to violate the fisheries observer requirements), the ALJ reduced the penalties to $35,000
($8,750 per count). Respondent has filed a timely appeal raising both factual and legal
challenges to the ALJ’s decision.
1

The other two joint operators, Christopher Williams and Mark DeCabia, were not charged with violations of the
Federal fisheries laws and are not parties in this case.

2

The Notice of Violation and Assessment of Administrative Penalty (NOVA) listed four (4) counts of violations and
sought civil penalties of $70,000 ($17,500 per count). In each count, Respondent was charged with repeated
failures to carry a required fisheries-observer aboard the F/V Double Vision and the F/V Doubled Vision during the
months of June through September 2010 in violation of Magnuson-Stevens Act regulations at 50 C.F.R. §
600.725(s).

