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(T.D. 81-59) <

Notice ng:ﬁ:;et;:l’.'i'.ng"fhé Deep Seabed Hurd Mineral Resources Act

Ngit‘i'ce of TéstHetions uirder the-Deep Sesbed Hard Mineral Resources Act against
certain uses of vessels not documented as vessels of the United States in deep
seabed mining ’ :

Thé Déep Seabed Hard Mirferal Resouréss:Act (Public Law 96-283,
94 Stat. 553, the act) became law on_June 28, 1980. The primary !
purpose of the act is to establish an interim procedure for the orderly
development of hard mineral resourcés in the deep seabed, pending :
adoption of an international Tegime. However, the act alio reserves to -
vessels documented under the laws of the United States the commer-
cial recovery or processing at'séa of deep seebed hard mineral resources [
aiid a part of the transportition of those resources. This notice:is 8
published to-advise Customs' officers of these provisions of tlflié"acii.l_" -
_.The act establishes a license or permit system. Only with a liccnse or 488
permit issied amderithe act (or with & license issued by o reciprocating
stite or pursuant to an.interniitional agreement in force with respcct to
the United -Statcs) muy a U,S, citizen engage in exploration: for, of
commercial récovery of, deep seabed herd ‘mineral resources: “Deep
seabed” is defined as the seabed and subsoil thercof.to a depth of 0
meters lying seaward of dnd-6utside (1) the continental shelf of an
_'nhtion ; and (2) any aréaof n}a_;t.iéﬁal résource jurisdiction of any f'{;reiép
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nation, if sisch area extends beydnd thie continentyl shelf ofany nation
and such jurisdiction is recognized by the United States. " - 7. .-
“Hard mineral-resource” 1s defined ‘as any: deposit or acéretion on,
or just below, the surface of the deep seabed of nodules which in¢lude
one or more miinerals, at least one of whick containg manganese, nicke],
cobalt, or copper; > - v B e e iR ey

 Section 102(c)(2) of the 8ot provides that: “ ¢ " i

. -.No. permittee may use any vessel for the commerical recover
" .of hard mineral resources .or for the processing at.sea of Kard
mineral resources recovered urider "tga pernit issued to the
ermittee unless the vessel is documented’ nder the laws of the

- . United Statés, i wd ¥ gl owmg g

' Section 102(c)(3) of the act provides that:" e Wy g

“ Each permittes shall use at least one vessel dacurdented yndpr
e 1aws ofthe United Stafes for the transportstion from each.

* i¥aming site of-hard mineral Tesouries recoveréd unider the permit

~v 1ssued to. the permittee. - ik LR e

" Thé agericias primarily responsible’

ire the National 'Oceanic ‘and

gulations implement-
ing the act, In the meantime, however, Customs oflicers should: be
&ware of the restrietions on: the use of vessels not documented as

5 izens in the comamercial re-
covery, processing. at sea,-and transportation of deep seabed hard
miners] resources. Suspectqd-.viu]utioz.i_.s of these restrictions should be
reported to the Carrier Rulings Brarich, Headquarters, U.S. Customs
Service, 5o -

Dated: March 20, 1981.

 Marwry G. Morrisox, _
) T, Director,
.+ Carriers, Drawback: and Bonds Diyision.
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parators-uséd together to hold rayon or. nylon fabria

T.D. 75-212, among other things, designated ‘as “instruments
of thahiqna.l traffic”’, within the meaning of é.ect.ion-322(a).‘, Tariff
¢t of 1930, as amended, “steel cores*designed to 'hold rayon or




