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e citizens or subjects of either power, to foreign vessels employed
g“'f,ff,.}’foﬂo vessels owned by the citizens or subjects of either power and em-
f od 1,'}- other persons for the transportatian of opium, shall be enforced by
P D’;‘; rate legislation on the part of China and the United States; and the ben-
o the fayored-nation clause in existing treaties shall not be ciaimed by the
:Mzcn! or subjects of cither power ns against the provisions of this article,

3r. COX, of North Carolina. The President of the United States
in May last communicated to _Congrc-ss in special message the necessity
for some legislation to carry into effect the provisions of this article.
There are provisions in this treaty affecting our citizens in China which
are pro\‘idcd for under this bill. = A recent case has been called fo the
attention of the State Department by United States minister at Pekin
concerning the right of an American citizen to lease to a British mer-
chant a portion of his _house for the opinm business. The excessive
use of opium in China is known to be one of her greatest social evils,
acurse and an afiliction to her people... ] . .

The manifest intent of this treaty is to prevent American citizens in
China from engaging in this opium traffic, or in knowingly aiding oth-
ers to doso. ‘The treaty itsell is not self-executing. Appropriate leg-
islation is required to make it effective. The passage of this bill, it is
believed, will accomplish the purpose, and if no gentleman desires to
be heard on the subject npg. no further explanation is required, I ask

it may be put upon 1s passage.

ih%?hill{msl};dcred toa third reading; and being read the third time,

was passed. ) . .
Ar. COX, of North Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote by which
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be

Iaid on the table.
The latter motion was agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF HOUSE CONFEREES.

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. Sworg, Mr.
LoVERING, and Mr. CONGER as managers at a conference on the disa-
greeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (8, 2519) granting a pen-
gion to Richard B. Rians.

PROTECTION OF SUBMARINE CABLES,

Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I call up for consideration House
bill 9324, and yield to my colleague from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL].
The bill was read, as follows:

Fe it enacled, &¢., That. this act shall be known as the " submarine cables act
of 1836."

. 2, That the provisions of this act shall be Leld to apply only to cables to
wgizé"l the convenlfou of tho 14th of March, 1884, which is hereto annexed and
herein referred to as the convention, for the time being applies; and, subject to
the provisions of this act, the provisions of the econvention shall bo of the same
force as if they were embodied in this act,and shall be taken to be o part hereof.

Sec. 3. That any person who shall willfully break or injure, or attempt to
break or injure, or who shall in any manner proeure, counsel, aid, abet. or bo
nccessory Lo such breaking or injury, or attempt to break or injure, asubmarine
cable, In such manner a3 to interrupt or obstruct, in whole or in part, tele-

graphic communieation, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction
thereaf, shall be liable to imprisonment for a term notexceeding two years, snd
to n fine either in lien of or in addition to such imprisonment. 3

Sec. 4, That any person who by culpable negligence shall break or injure a
gubmarine cable in such manner as to inlerru[,\r. or obstruct in whole or in part
telegraphic communication shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on convie-
tion thereaf, shall be lisble to imprisonment for o term not exceeding three
months, and to a fine not exceeding 300 in licu of or in addition to such im-
prisonment.

Sec. 5. That the provisions of this act shall not apply to a person who breaks
orinjures o cable in an cffort to save the life or limb of himself or of nny other
person, or tosave his own or any other vessel: Provided, That he takes reason-
nble precautions to avoid such breaking or injury.

SEC, 6. Thatthe provisions of the Revised Statutes from section 4300 to scction
4305, inclusive, for the trinl of offenses against the navigation lnws of the United
States, shall extend to the trial of offenses against the provisions of articles 5
and 6 of the convention ; and a person_convicted of an offense armninst the pro-
visions of the said articles shall ga liable to a fine not exceeding $300,

Sec, 7. That the penalties provided in this act for the breaking or injury of o
submarine cable shall not be a bar to a suit for damages on account of such
breaking or injury.

Sec. 8, That the provisions of article 4 of the convention, in so far as they re-
Jateto the payment by the owner of a cable of the cost of repairs of anothercable
broken or ﬁljumd in the attempt to Iny or repair the former cable, shall not np-
ply to that part of the latter cable wh?;
one hundred fathoms,

Bec. 9, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the convention o person
commanding o ship nPwnr of the United States or of any foreign state for the
time being bound by the convention, or a ship specially c joned by the
Government of the United States or by the government of such foreign state,
may exercise and perform the duties vested in and imposed on such officer by
the convention,

SEC. 10, That when an offense against this act shall have been committed by
means of & vessel, or of any boat belonging to o vessel, the master of such ves-
sel shall, unless some other person is shown to have been in charge of and nav-
igating such vessel or boat, bo deemed to have been in charge of and navigat-
ing the same, and be liable to be punished accordingly. i 5

SEC, 11, That any document drawn up in pursuance of article 7 or article 10
of the convention shall be admissibla in any proceedings, civil or criminal, as
prima {L,ade evidence of the facts or matters stated therein.

SEC. 12. That u the context of this act otherwise requires, the term. " ves-
821" shall be taken to mean every description of vessel used in navigation, in
whatever way it is propelled ; the term ‘‘master™ shall be taken to include

h is lnid in & depth of water exceeding

f:?;ilﬁd b&nv[ng 1 or charge of o vessel; and the term * person ™
¢n body of persons, corporate or unincorporate.
SEc. 13, That ihe lﬁtﬂu courta shall have jurisdiction of all suits of a civil

Ddture arising under thissct; and from all decrees or judgments in such suits,
where tho matler in dispute exceeds the sum of §50, exclusive of costy, an ap-
peg shall bo allowed to the circuit court next to be beld in such district, and
¥Uch circuit court is required to receive, hear, and determine such appeal,

SUBMARINE CABLES COXNVENTION,

Convention for the protection of submarine cables, made on the 14th of March,
1854, between the United ftates of Awmeriea; His Majesty the Emperor of
Germany, King of Prussia: His Exceliency the President of the Argentine
Confederation ; His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, Kingof Bohemia, &c.,
Apostolical King of Hungary: Iis Majesty the King of the Belgiana; His
Maujesty the Emperorof Brazil; His Execllency the President of the Republic
of Costa Rica: HisMajesty the King of Denmark: His Excelleneythe Pres-
ident of the Dominican Hepublie: ITis Majesty the Kinge of Spaing His Ex-
cellency the President of the United States of Colombing Iiis Excellency
the President of the French Itepublic: Her Majasty the ueen of the United
Kingdom of Great RBritain and Treland, Empresa of Indin: 3lis Excelleney
the President of the Republic of Guatemala: His Maiesty the King of the
Hellenes; 1is Majesty the King of Italy : His Majesty the Emperor of the
Ottomana ; 1= Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Grund Duke of Lux-
embourg: His Majesty the Shah of Persia; His Majesty the Kingof Portuzal
and the Algarves; Iis Majesty the King of Roumanin; lis Majesty the
Emperor of all the Russias: 1is Excellency the President of the Republie
of Salvador: IHis Majesty the King of Servia: IHis Mujesty the King of
S\\'el]un and Norway; and His Excellency the Yresident of the Oriental Re-
public of Uruguay,

The following ia an Englizh translation of the conveution, with the omission
of the formal beginuing and end :
Anricre I
The prezent convention shall be applicabile, out=ide of the territorial waters,
to all legally establishied submarine cables a1 in the territories, colonics, or
possessions of one or more of the high contracting parties,

AnTiene I

The breaking or injury of a submarine cable, done willfully or thronzh eul-
pable negligence, and resulting in the total or partial interruntion or embarrnss-
ment of telegmphic communication, =hall be a punizhable otfensze, but the pun-
ishment inflicted shall be no bar to a civil action for damages,

This provision shall not apply to ruptures or injurics when the parties guilty
thercofl have become sosimply with the legitimate object of saving theirlives or
tlllﬂ.‘ir‘\‘esscls,nﬂcr having taken all necessary precautions to avoid such ruptures
or injuries,

ArticLE 11T

The high contracting parties agree to insist. as fur aspossible. when they shall
authorize the landing of a submarine cable, upon suitable vonditions of safety,
both as regards the track of the cable and its dimensiona,

AnTIcLE 1V,

The ownerof a cable who, by the laying or repairing of that eable, shall cause
the breaking or injury of another cable, =hall be required to pay the cost of the
repairs which such breaking or injury shall have rendered necessary, but sueh

anyment shall not bar the enforceaent, if there be ground therefor, uf Article

1 of this convention.
AnTicLE V.

Vessels engaged in laying or repairing submarine cables must observe tho
rules concerning signals that have been or shall be ardopted, by common con-
sent, by the high contracting parties, with o view to preventing collisions at
se

.

When a vessel engaged in repairing o eable carries the sald signals, other
vessels that see or are able to see thos=e signala shall withdraw or keep at o olis-
tance of at least one nautical mile from such veszel,in order not to interfere
with its operations.

Fishing gear and nets shall be kept at the same distance,

Nevertheless o period of twenty-four hours at most shall be allowed to tish-
ing vessels that perceive or are able to perceive n telegraph ship earrying the
said signals, in order that they may be enablerd to obey the natice thus given,
and no obstacle shall be placed in the way of their operations during such pe-
riod.

The operations of telegraph ships shall be finished as specdily as possihle,

AntrcLe VIL

Vessels that see or are able to sce huoys designed o show the pasition of
cables when the latler nre being laid are out of order, or are broken, shall keep
at n distance of onc quarter of a nautical mile at least from such buoy

Fishing nets and gear shall be kept at the same distance,

AnrticLe VIIL

Owners of shipsor vessels who can prove that they have sacriticed an
a nct, or any other implement used io fishing, in onder to aveid injuri
marine eable, ghall be indemnified by the owner of the cable,

In order to be entitled to such indemnity, one must prepare, whenever pos-
sible, immediately after the accident, in proof thereof. a statement supported
by the testimony of the men helonging to the erew; and the eaptainof the ves-
sel must, within twenty-four hours after arriving at the first port of tempomry
cnlry, make his deelaration to the competentauthorities. The latrer <lallgive
notice thereof to the consular authorities of the nation to which the owner of
the cable belongs,

Articee VIILL
The courts eampetent to take coznizance of infractions of this convention
shall be these of the country to which the veszcl on board of which the infrac-
tion has been committed belongm. o
It is, moreover, urileratood that, in eases in which the provision contained in
the foregoing paragraph can not be carried ont, the repression of vinlations of
this convention shall take place, in each of the contracting Stated, in the case
of its subjecta or citizena, in aceordance with the general rules of penal com-
petence established by the special lawa of those States, or by international
treatics, ~
ArRTICLE IX.
Proscentions on account of the infractions contemplated in Articles 1V,
and VI of this convention shall be instituted by the State or in its name,

AnTIicLE X,

Evidence of violations of this convention may be oblained Ly all method- of
securing proof that ure allowed by the laws of the country of the court hefore
which a case has been brought.

When the oflicers commanding the vessela of warorthe vesanls specially com-
missioned for that purpoese, of one of the high contrmcting paties, shall have
reason to believe that an infmetion of the measures provided for by this con-
ventinn hasbeen committed by a ves=el othier than o veszel of war, they may re-

uire the captnin or master to exhibit the oflicial decuments furnishing evi-
ﬂence of the nationality of the said vessel, Summary mention of such exhibi-
tion shallat once be made on the documenta exhibited.

Reports may, moreover, bo prepared by the said oflicers, whatever may he
the nationality of the inculllmtcd vessel. These reports shallbe drawn up in the
form and in lf‘;o language in use in the eountry to which the oflicer drawing
them up belongs; they moy be used ns evidence in the country in which they
ghall be invoked, and aceording to the laws of such country, The accused par-
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ties uned the witnesses shall have the right to add or to cause to be added thereto,
in their own Innguuge, any cxplanations that they may deem proper; these
declarations shall be duly signed,

AnTticLe XI,

I'rocecdings and trinl in cnses of infractions of the provisions of this conven-
fion shall nlways talic plece as summarily as the laws and regulations in foree
will permit.,

Anricne XIL

The high contracting parlics engage to take or Lo propose to their respective
Jepixlative Liodies the measures necessary in order to sccure Lhe execution of
this eonvention. and especially in order lo eause the punishment, eilther by fine
or imprisonment, or both, of such persousas may violatethe provisions of articles

11, V,and VI,
ArnTicLE XIIL

The high contrcting parties shall communieate to each other such laws as
may already have bren or as may hiereafler be enacted in their respective coun-
tries, relative to the subject of this convention,

AnTicne: XIV.

Staios that hiave not taken part in this convention shall be allowed to adhere
thercio.on their requesting 1o do so.  Notice of such adhesion shall be given,
diplomatiealty, to the Government of the French Republic, and by the latter to
the other signutory governments,

ArTicLE XV.

It i= understood that the stipulationsof this convention shall in nowise affect
the libertr of action of belligerents,

AnTicns XVIL

This convention shall take ¢ffeet on such day as shall be agreed upon by the
high contracting parties,

1L shindl remain in foree for {ive years from that day,and, in case none of the
high contracting partics shall have given nolice, twelve months previously to
the expiration of the said period of five yeam, of itsintention to cause its cfiects
to cease, it hinll continue in foree for one year, nnd so on from ¥year to year.

Iu ease one of the signatory powers shall give notice of its desire for the ces-
sation of the cffeets of the convenlion, sueh notice shall be effective ns regards

that power only,
AnticLe XVIT,
This convention shall be ratified; its ratifieations shall be exchanged at Paris
asspeedily as possible, and within one year al the latest,

In testimony whercof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed it, and
have thereunto aflized their seals,

Done in {wenty-siz copies, at Parls, this 14th day of March, 1551
ADDITIONAL ARTICLE.

The stipulations of the convention concluded this day for the protection of
submarine eables shall be applicable, according to Ariicle I, to the colonies and
possessions of Her Britannie Majesty with the exception of those named below,
1o wit:

Canada, Newfoundland, The Cape Natal, New South Wales, Victorin, Queens-
land, Tasmania, South Australia, West Australin, New Zealand, Neverthe-
less, the stipulatious of the said convention shall e applicable to one of the
above-named enlonies or poesessions, if, in their [its?] name, a notificalion to
that efTeel has been addressed by the representative of Her Britannic Majesty
at Paris to the Minister of Foreign Aflairs of nee.

Each of the above-named colonies or possessions that shall have adbered to the
said convention ehall have the privilege of withdrawing in thesame manneras
the contracting powers. In casc one of the colonies or possessions in question
shall desire to withdraw from the convention, a notification to that effect shall
be addressed by Her Britannic Majesty's representative at Paris to the Alinister
of Foreign Affairs of Franoce.

Mr, DANIEL. Mr. Chairman, this bill is one prepared by theState
Department for the purpose of carrying out the convention between
the United States Government and certain foreign powers—that is to
say, between the Unpited States and the Emperor of Germany, the King
of Prassia, and various other sovereigns comprising a long lisk which it
is scarecly necessary now to recapitulate. By that convention it was
provided that it shonld be applicable outside of the territorial waters
10 all legally established submarine cables landed in the territories,
colonies, or possessions of one or more of the high contracting parties.

This bill is simply an undertaking on the part of the United States
Government to fulfill its part of that convention by providing penalties
for infringement upen or injury done to submnarine cables when done
by vessels or by persons upon vessels which belong to the United
States.

The only sugzestion which I wounld have to make in addition to the
report of the committee, and the specifications of the bill which speak
for themselves, isthe additionattihe end of the third section of the words
“not exceeding five thousand dellars.”” This section provides for the
punishment of any person who willfully violates the provisions of the
act.

1t is in the following words:

That any person wlo shall willfully brealk or injure, or attempt to breakor in-
§ure, or swho ghall in any manner procure, counsel, aid, abet, or be accessory to
such breaking or injury. or attempt to break or injure,a submarine cable,in
such manner as to interrupt or obstruet, in whole or in part, telegraphic com-
munieation, shall be guilty ofn misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be
Jiahle to imprisonment for o term not exceeding two years, and to o fine, either
inlicu of or in addition to such imprisonment, not exceeding £5,000.

Now, in the Dill which was offered to the House I do not see that
1here is any limitation upon the fine which is to be assessed against the
person thus guilty, whereas in the report of the committee in the
printed bill these words appear. I presume, therefore, that by some
clerical error it was omitted in the text of the bill as originally re-
ported, and I move at the end of the third section to add the words,

‘' not exceeding five thousand dollars.”’

The SPEAXER. The Cleck will report the amendment proposed
by the gentleman from Virginia.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of seclion 3 add, " not excecding $3,000."

The amendment was agreed to.

—_—

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading.
and being engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, and Pﬂ-‘ﬂeﬁ:

Mr. DANIEL moved fo reconsider the vote by which the hill s
passed, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on th,
table.

The latier motion was agreed to.

AMERICAN FISHUERIES.

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following messame from
the President of the United States; which was read, and, with the ae.
companying documents, referred to the Committee on Foreiga Affairs,
and ordered to be printed:

To the House of Representaticves of the Uniled Stales:

Itransmit herewith, in response to o resolution of the House of the 2ith nltimg
a report of the Secretary of State, with nccompanying copies of correspondenca
between the Governments of the United States and Great Britain concerning thg
rights of American fishermen in the walers of British North America, supple-
mental to the correspondence alrendy unicated to C with my tnes.
sage of December 8, 1856,
GROVER CLEVELAXD,

ExECTTIVE MAxsiow, February 8, 1837,
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

A message in writing from the President of the United States was
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries,
who also announced that the President had approved billsof the follow-
ing titles:

An act (H. RR. 8310) granting a pension to Cyra L. Weston;

An act (H. R. 929) granting a pension to G. W. Fraley;

An act (. R. 6819) granting a pension to William Conner;

An act (H. R, 5599) granting a pension to Joshua L. Morris;

An act %H R. 8827) granting a pension to John Buchanan; and

An act (H. R. 8180) to increase the pension of Charles Hahneman,

COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN AMERICAN COUNTRILS.

Mr. McCREARY. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 783{)
authorizing the President of the United States to arrange a confercucz
for the purpose of promoting arbitration and encouraging reciprocal
commercial relations between the United States of America and th:
Republics of Mexico, Central and South America, and the Empire of
Brazil.

Mr. MILLS. I reserve points of order on thab hill.

The SPEAKER. The bill is in the Committee of the Whole Honse
on the state of the Union. ) _

Mr. McCREARY. I move that the House resolve itself into Con-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of this bill.

The motion was agreed to. ) . .

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, Mr. HAIMDMIOND in tl}e chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole for
the purpose of considering the bill, which the Clerk will read.

.The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted, £re., That the President of the United States be, and he is hersby,
requested and authorized to invite the several governments of the Republics of
Mexico, Central and South Amerien, and the Empire of Brazil to join the United
States in a conference to be ield at Washington, in the United States, for the
purpose of discussing and recommending for adoption to their respective gov-
ernments some plan of arbitration for the settlement of disagreements and dis-
putes that may hereafler ariso between them,and for considering questions
relating to the improvemcnt of business intercourse between said countries,
and to encourage such reciproeal commercinl relations ns will he beneficlal to
nll and secure more cxtensive markets for the products of ench of said coun-
tries. The President of the United States shall appoint three commissioners
who shall attend said conference on_behalf of the United States, and shail re-
port the proecedings thereof to the President, who shall transmit the same to
Congress; and the commissioners shall each receive the sum of $1,000 for their
services; and the sum of £20,000, or so much thercof as shall be necessary, 13
herehy nppropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appre
priated, to pay said compensation and the reasonable expenses of the confer-
ence, to be approved by .the Secrclary of State.

Mr. MCCREARY, M. Chairman, I'had the honor to introduce the
Dbill just read. Encouragement of commerce and promotion of arbi-
tration should be interesting to all. e . _

The object of the bill under consideration is to authorize the Pras-
ident of the United States to invite the several Governments of the
Republics of Mexico and of Central and South America and the Em:
pire of Brazil to join the United States in a conference to be held at
Washington, in the United States, for the purpose of encouraging 1e
ciprocal commercial relations hetween our country and the countries
named, and also to disenss and recommend to the respective gover
ments some plan of arbitration for international disagreements.

Our Republic is at peace with all the world. Itssituation, 1t3 pop_n
lation, its wealtl, its achievements, and its possibilities are sucl:i wn
justify it in assuming to be one of theleading powers of the world. n-;_
certainly the leading republic of this continent. Following its Em
ample, the Republics of Mexico and Central and Sonth ?dm:ir‘e
threw off the yoke of forcign doraination and have a;tabhshk goss
pendent, popular governments, fashioned in many respects li f!m p
In all of the western hemisphere there is no place so apIJTOI‘{l- i
the delegates from the three Americas to assemble as here at the cap
tal of our great Republic.
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Do Motte; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittec on Pcnsmu_s. 2

Mr, ALLISON introdueed a bill (5. 2109) for the relicfof J. C, Derry;
which was read twice by its title, and relerred to the Committee on
Pensions. :

Mr. VOORHIEES (by request) introduced a hill (2. 2110) granting the
right of way for the construction of a railroad through the 1ot Springs
reservation, State of Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. BLAIR introduced o bill (S, 2111) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah
L. Brookfield, widow of ihe late Lieutenant Lrookfield; which was
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to
the Committee on Pensions. 4

Mr. PLATT introduced o bill (8. 2112) for the ergetion of o public
building at Danbury, Conn. ; which was read twice by its title, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Juildings and Grounds,

e also (by request) introduced a bill (8. 2113) relieving municipal-
jtivs in the Territories in cerlain cases; which was read twice by its
title, and referred to tha Committee on Territories.

He also (by request) introduced a bill (S, 2114) changing the name
of the Real Estate Title Insurance Company of the District of Columbin,
and for other parposes; which was reud twice by its title, nnd referred
to the Committee on the District of Coluwmbia,

Mr. HALE introdnced o hill (S. 2115) to provide for the construe-
tion of a public buillling at the city of Saco, State of Maine; which
was rend twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public
Buildings and Grounds,

Mr. MANDERSON introduced n bill (8. 2116) to provide aid to State
Homes for the support of disabled soldiers and sailors of the United
States and their widows and erphans; which was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on Military Afnirs,

Mr. CAMERON introduced a biil (8. 2117) granting n pension to
Ellen Miller; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom-
panying papers, referred to tho Committee on Pensions.

Mr. WILSON, of JTowa, introduced a Dbill (S. 2118) granting a pen-
sion to Richard H, Van Dorin; which was read twice by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Pensions.

My, MITCHELL introduced a bill (S, 2119) making appropriation
for the protection and preservation of the left bank of the Skagit River
at Mount Vernon, Skagit County, Washington Territory; which was
read tivice by its title, and referred to the Committce on Commerce.

Mr, SPOONER introduced a bill (S. 2120) granting n pension to
Stauley G, Bowron; which was read twice by its title, and referred to
the Committeo on Pensions.

MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish{onsk the unanimous consent of the Senate
to take up at this timo for consideration, and I hope for passage, as it
oupht not to take more than a very few moments, the bill (S. 1305) toin-
corporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragun. *Why I ask this
indulgence of the Senate is because I expect to becompelled to beabsent
{rom the Senate during the most of next week, and possibly o part of
the week after. I am not often in a condition to feel ohliged to tres-
pass upon the indunlgence of tho Sepate, but as the matter is one of
great national importance, and is in my charge, I feel it a duty to nsk
the Senate to do me the fuvor to take up the bill now in order that it
may be considered.

The PRESIDENT pre fempore. Tho Benator from Vermont moves
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill indicated by him.

Mr, VEST. Would it suit the convenience of the Senator from Vor-
mont to let the bill go over until to-morrow? I sec that the Senator
from Massachusetts [ Mr. HoAR] is not in his seat.

Mr. EDMUNDS. TheSenntor from Massachusettsis near,
here o moment ago..

Mr. VEST. I do nobsee him.

Mr. EDMUNDS, Heis in.

Mr. VEST. To tell thoe truth, I have not had time to examine the
bill, and I should like to look into it, if it would suit the Senator’s con-
venience to let it go over until to-morrow.

Mr, EDMUXNDS. If we are to sit to-mofrow it wounld be justas con-
venient to me, but I am n littlo afraid we have gotten into o habit ot
adjourning over.

Mr. VEST. I do not think we ghall adjourn over from to-day.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Out of deferenco to my friend from Missouri I |
will wait until to-morrow, when I shall nsk the indulgence of tho Sen- !
ate to take up the bill and consider it. |

FORFEITURE OF UNEARNED RAILROAD LANDS,

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to give notice that on Monday next, at the
conclusion of the formal morning business, I shall ask the Senato to
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 1430, reported from the Com-
mittee on Public Lands, to forfeit certain Jands herctofore granted for
the purpose of aiding in the construction of milroads, and for other pur-
poses,

He was

PRINTING OF REPORTS, ETC.
Mr. DOLPH. On the 1st instant X reporfed from the Committec on

Foreigzn Lelations execative resolution No. 1, calling for copics of the
correspondence concerning the mtification of the treaty with the la-
waiian Islands,with awritten report, and upon my motion the injune.
tion ol seereey was removed Jrom the resolution and report.  The in-
fention was to have the report printed, but cither by my mistake or
some inndverlence it was not so ordered. I ask now that the report be
printed.

The PRESIDEXT prra tempore.
no ohjection, %

Mr. HALE, There ars on the Calendar two matters from the See-
retary of the Treasury in response to inguiries by the Senate; and I ask
to call them up in order that they may be printed.

The PRESIDEN'T pro tempore.  The order to print can he enteredd
without farther formal action, and will be made il there be no objec-
tion.

That order will be made, if there o

TROTECTION O SUNMARINE CANLES,

Mr. DOLPH. I ask the Scoate at this time to take up the bill (3.
1900) to carry into effect the international convention of the I-ith of
March, 1834, for the protection of snbmarine cahles.

The PRESIDENT protempore.  The Senator from Oregon moves that
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill indicuted by hin,

Mr. BECK. I wish to ingunire whether the Calendar will not be in
order unless it he sct aside by ealling up special bills,

The PRESIDEXNT proe fempore. The Calendar is in order after the
conclusion of formal morning business under what is commonly kuown
as the Anthony rule, or Knle VIII; thatis, bills to be called suhject to oh-
jection, nnd open to debate by each Senator for five minutes only.  But
the Chair holds that under the uniform practice of the Senate a motion
fo proceed to the consideration of any other snbject on the Calendar
would be a sciting aside of that order.

Mr. BECK. So I understand; I have, perhaps, no objection to tho
hill theScuator from Oregon now wishes to eall np, hut before hearing tho
hill I desire agnin to make an cflort to go to the Calendar, hoping that
the Senate will proceed regularly with the Culendar instead of taking
up special business, I do not make this request becanse I have any
ohjection to this bill, or any other bill, hut I desire to go to the Calen-
dar regularly, if the Senate will do so.

Mr, DOLPH, The Senator will bave no ohjection to the bill when
stated, if I can get an opportunity to state what it is and the neeessity
for it. It is a matter of pablic interest.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title of the bill, the considera-
iion of which has heen moved by the Senator from Oregon, will ho sinted.

The Curer CLERK, A bill (8, 1900) to earry into effect the inter-
national convention of the 14th of March, 1884, for the protection of
submarine cables. .
* Mr. DOLPII. T ask that the communications which I send to the
desk, which are very short, be read at this time, nnd I will add noth-
ing to what they contain, :

Thoe PRESIDENT pro lanpore, Dcbate is not in order. The first
question is whether t{:c Senate will proceed to the consideration of the
hill. [Putting the question.] The ayes appear tohave it. The ayes
have it, and the bill is before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole,

Mr. BECK. I call for the yeas ani nays. Ithought the noes hadit
by the sound.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Senalor from Kentucky asks
that on the question of proceeding to tho consideration of this bill, the
yeas and nays may bo entered on the Journal.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. DOLPH. 1 ask permission {o occupy just a moment before the
vole is taken.

The PRESIDENT pro {empore. Dehateisnot in order exeept by unan-
imons consent. Is therc objéction to the Senator from Orejzon proceed-
ing to debate? B

Mr. BECK. I have no ohjection to this bill, butI objget to anything
which stands in the way of the Calendar,

AMr. HARRIS., I wish to state to the Senator from Kentucky, if
I can have permission, that I remember to havehicard a statement from
the Senator from Oregon which seems to me to mako this particular
bill o very exceptional case ns o question of time, and I think perhaps
it wonid be well for us to hear the Senator from Oregon.

Mr, BECK. All right, then. ALy whole object is to get to the Cal-
endar, If thigis an exceptional case, letit go; Iwithdraw allobjection. .

Mr, DOLPH. This is a public matter in which T have no more in-
terest than the Senator from Wentucky.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there he no objection the order-

_ing of the yeas and nays will be reconsidered, and the bill is before the
" Senato ag in the Commitice of the Whole, and will be read at length.

The Chief Clerk read the bill, which had been reported from the
Committee on Foreign Relations with amendments.

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 3, after the word ** will-
fully *’ to insert tho words *‘ and wrongfully;’ so s to read:

That any person who shall wiilnﬂlir and wrongfully break or injure, or at-
temipt to break or Injure, orwho shall inany P y 1, aid, abet
or be ncoessory Lo such breaking or injury, or allempt to break or injure, asub-
marine cable in such manner as to fnterrupt or embarrass, In wholo or in part,
tel hi fcation, shall be guilly of n misdemennor,and, on convie-
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tion thereof, shinll bo lable to Imprisonment for a term notexeceding two yenrs,
or ton fino not exceeding £3,000, or to both fine and imprisonment, at the discre-
tlon of tho court,

T'he nmendiment was agreed to.

I'he next nmendment was to strike ont section 12, in the following
words:

Spe 12, That any document drawn up in pursunnce of ariicle 7 or nrilcle10 of
the convention shinll be ndinissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, ns prima
fueie evldenco of the fucts or matlers stated therein.

The amendment was agreed to.

I'he next amendment was to sirike out seetion 13, as follows:

Srze, 13, That the district courts of the Uniled Stntes aliall bave jurisdletion of
nll guils of n elvil nature arising under this act; and from all decrees or judg-
ments in such sulls, whero tho matter in disputo excecds the sum of §50, exclu-
sive of costs,nn nppenl or writ of error shall be allowed as now provided by law
in enso of decrees nnd judgments of sald courts,

The nmendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was in section [15] 13, line 1, before the word
‘*courts,” {o insert the word **district;” in line 3, before the word
eivil,”’ to insert ‘‘suity of n,”” and after the word * civil,” to strike
out the word ““actions’’ and jusert ‘‘nature;’’ so as to read:

That the district courts of tho United Stalea shall have jurisdiction over nil
ofltnses ngninat this act and of all snlts of a civil nature arising thercunder,
whether tho infraction complained of shrll have been committed within the
territorinl waters of the United Stotes or outslde of the said walers,

The amendment was ngreed to.

The next amendment was, in section [16] 13, line 6, after the word
‘“that,”’ .to ingert *'in caso snch infraction is committed outside of the
territorial waters of the United States,’’ and in line 8, after the word
**which,”" to strike out the words *‘the infraction’! and insert the
word ‘‘it;'’ so ns to rend:

Provided, That in cnso such infraction is committed outaide of tho territorial
waters of the United States, the vessel on board of which it hns been committed
isn vessel of the United States, *

The amendment was agreed to.

Tho next amendment was to add to section [15] 13 the following

words:
. From tho deerees and judginents of thodistrict courts in nctlons and suits arls-
ing under this act appenls and writs of error shiall Lo allowed as now provided
hiy Inw In other cases. Criminal nctlons and proceedings for n violation of the
provislons of this nct shall be 1 and pr d in the district court
fur the district within which tho offenso was commitied, and when not com-
milted within any judicial district, then in tho district court for tho distrlct
within which the o-l'cn_de.r mny be found ; nnd suils of o civil nature may be
vommeneced in the district court for any distriet within which the defendant may
ha found and shall be served with process,

The amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Senator from Oregon sent cer-
tain papers forward which he desired to have rend.

Mr. DOLPH. They only refer to the urgency of legislation,

Tho PRESIDENT pro fempore.  Does the Senator desire to have them
read? :

Mr. DOLPH, I do not care to have them read now.

The bill was reported to the Sennte ns nmended, and the amendments
were concurred in. . \

‘I'he bill was ordercid to be engrossed for o third reading, read the
third time, and passed,

i MOUSE DILL REFERRED,

The bill (H. RR. 6364) to provide for the sale of land allotted and pat-
cuted to certain members of the Black Bob band of Shawnee Indians,
and for other purposes, was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

URGENT DEFICIENCY DILL.

Mr. VOORHEES. Inotice that the bill passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives, known as theurgent deficiency bill, isbefore us, and I'would
nsk the Scnater from Town when he expects to be able to consider it in
thie Senate.

Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator from Indinna that I hope
early next week that bill will be reported from the Committee on Ap-
propriations.

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator from Iowa is more conversant wilh
the details of the bill than I am, and I should like to inquire whether
it embraced any of the accounts nudited and ndjusted by the accounting
officers or the judgments of the Court of Claims since Janunry 16. :

Mr. ALLISON. Ibelieve the bill, as it came from the House of.Rep-
resentatives, includes these accounts up to January 18, not since.

Mr. VOORHEES. I was desired to call the attention of the chair-
man of the Committco on Appropriations of the Senate to the fact that
since that time there have been quite a number of accounts andited and
adjusted by the Trensnry Department, and likewise some judgments
readered by the Court of Claims that ave just agmeritorious and stand
upon thesame footing with those alrendy in the bill. I would be glad ir
they should be embraced in this bill along with others of the same class.

«T'hiere is no renson why they shonld not be; and where debfsare honest
thoe sooner thoy are paid the better. If they are mot embraced in this
Dbill the parties interested will have to wait a long time, probably. I
desiro to call the attention of the chairman of the Committee on Ap-
propriations to that point.

- Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator that the committee will

ask for o list of those claims that they may be embodied, if the com-
mittee concludes to insert them.
Mr. VOORHEES. That is satisfactory.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The morning business heing con-
cluded, the first case on the Calendar under Rule VIII will be stated.

The bill (S. 419) to enable the State of California to takelandsin lien
of the sixteenth nnd thirty-sixth scctions found to be mineral lands
was annonnced as first in order.

Mr. MORRILL., I desire tomove to tnke upa bill about which there
is o pressing necessity that action should be had carly. Itisabill that
has passed the House of Representatives for o site nnd building for the
Sigual Office. It is Order of Business 309, House bill 4359.

BIGNATL OFFICE DUILDING.

Tho PRESIDENT pro fempore, Tho Senator from Vermont moves
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 4359) for
the purchnse of a site, including the building thereon, also for the cree-
tion of the ry storc-houses, for the use of the office of the Chicf
Signal Oficer of the Army, at the city of Washington, D. C. :

The motion was agreed to; nud the Senate, as in Committee of the
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. . i

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds with amendments. ) i

The first amendment was, in Jine 9, to strike out the name “‘Fergu-
son’’ and insert ‘' Fergusson;'’ so as to read:

t f the T be, and Lo is hereby, authorized and di-
m.al:?itl?‘;:E:ucl:;sgrgrooth::om-lmur?;idé :.nam-.: conininin’;; about 54,000 squnre
feet of ground, and Ihti'llfuildlng thereon, on the northenst quarter of square
numbered 25, corner of Twenty-fourth and M streets norlllweul.\"mbin§Wn. D,
C., belonging to David Fergusson, for the use of the Signal Bureau of tha War De-
partment, and cause to be crccteui on such portion of the sito as is not now oceu-

pled by buildi Lstantial nnd ous buildings, with fire-proof vaults,
}or use a8 store-1 Tor the adntion of the oftice of the Chief Signal
Ofiicer of the Army, and for other Government uscs, at Washingtop, D. C.

The amendment was agreed to. . «

Mr. HALE. I noticed in thereading of thebill that the word * Mr,”
appears before the name of ** Fergusson.’”’ I have never known that to
be done.

Mr. MORRILL., Thatshould have been amen It was an ded
in line 9, and it ought to be nmended by inserting, instead of *‘ Mr.,"
in line 21, the name ** David.'’ ; L

Mr. HALE. Yes, David. Now let us see how it will read.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, ‘That part will be read.

The CiIEF CLERK. Thenext amendment of the Committee on I'ab-
lic Buildin;s and Groundsis, in line 21, tostrike ont * Mr. Fergunson,”
and insert ‘* David Fergnsson;'’ so a8 to read:

Procided, That not more than §112,000be paid to David Fergusson for the prop-
erly herein referred to; nor ahall any site 3| 1 until est for the
ercclion or purchase of n bullding. including l’f.m necessary store-houses, which
will furnish sufiicient accommodstion for the transaction of the public business,
and which sball not exceed in cost tho balanee of the sum herein limited after
the site shiall have been purchased nnd paid for, shall bave been approved by
the Secretary of the Treasary,

The amendment avas agreed to. ) . e

The next nmendment of the Committee on Pablic Buildings and
Grounds was, in line 34, after the word *‘ feet,’’ to insert ‘' except Gov-
ernment buildings;"’ so as to reml: -

And no site nor plans for eaid buflding or buildings shall be approved by ljm
Seerelary of the Treasury involving nn expenditure exceeding the sum of 3130,
000 for site and bullding; and tho allo purchased shall leave the bullding un-
exposed to danger from fire by o spnce of at least 80 feet, except Government
buildings, ineluding strects and alleys, .

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate ns amended, and the nmendments
were concurred in, ) .

The amendments were ordered to bo engrossed, and the bill read a
third time. z . - i

Mr. BECK. I think Iam in faver of the bill, bub I should like to
ask if there is o report in regard to it.

Mr. MORRILL, There is a full report. i _—

Mr. BECK. Is that the block of land near the Columbin Hospital ®

Mr. MORRILL. Next toit; o lnrge lot of land with an extensive
building constructed in the most substantinl manner.

Mr. BECK. The same proposition that the Committee on Appro-
priations last year recommended? R

Mr. HALE. The same proposition put on the appropriation bill last
year by the Senate, but struck out in conference. :

Mr. BECK. Then it is nll right as far as I know.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

CJ\LIFQBNL‘L SCHO0OL LANDS.

Tho PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the first bill on the
Calendar under Rule VIII was interrupted by the motion of the Sen-
ator from Vermont [Mr. Monnu.t.}l. It will bo resnmed. .

The Senate, a8 in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the
Dbill (S. 419) to enable the State of California to take lands in lien of
the sixteenth nnd thirty-sixth sections fonud to be mineral lands.

The bill was reported to_the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
bo engrossed for o third reading, rend the third time, and passed.
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